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Newsletter of the Home Wing of Van’s Air Force — Builders and Fliers of Van’s RV Series Aircraft

9th Annual Fly-In

T

he Home Wing’s 9th Annual Northwest RV Fly-In at Scappoose Airport is now history. Early morning overcast, and clouds
down to the deck north of Scappoose, kept most pilots from the north
away.
The sun finally burned it off after lunch and the Blackjack Squadron made their traditional 12 ship arrival, fly-bys, and military-style
landing. Once they arrived the official count was 57 including the
Van’s factory planes—down from the record 80 last year.
Nevertheless a good time was had by all. Thanks to Janet Wentz
for the food, Wally Anderson for the fiberglass seminar, and all the
Home Wingers who helped put on another smooth event. Heck, things
went so smoothly fly-in leader Don Wentz didn’t even have much to
do this year other than ride his bike around. See inside for more fly-in
photos.
...Randy
Home Wing – Van’s Air Force

Randall Henderson’s N6R glistens even
without the sun. Above is the art from the
collector’s item t-shirt for this year’s
event. Gee, what a surprise, that looks
like his plane on the front!
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EAA CHAPTER 105 Pancake Breakfast:

Events Calendar
Meeting coordinator:
Randall Henderson
503-297-5045
randallh@home.com

MONTHLY MEETING:
(2nd Thursday every month, various locations, 7:00 pm)
Place:
Date:
Time:
Phone:

Randy Griffin's house
15310 N.E. 6th St.
Vancouver, WA
Thursday July 13, 2000
7:00 pm
360-944-7400

The July meeting is scheduled to be at Randy Griffin's
house, where he is building a 'slow-build' RV-8.
DRIVING DIRECTIONS:
To get
there, go north across the big ditch on
I-205, take the Mill Plain East turn off,
and go (yes, that's right) east. From the
top of the ramp go 2 miles east, as you
pass the Cascade Tavern turn on your left blinker. You
will take the first available left which is 155th Street. Go
6/10ths of a mile (4 blocks, a stop sign, 4 more blocks)
and 6th street will come in from your left. Turn left
here. Randy's is the third house on the right. 15310 N.E.
6th Street. The house is gray w/ white trim. Large fir
tree in the front yard. RV-8 in the garage. GPS is N 45
37.52 W 122 30.83 for those coming by helicopter. :-)
Hope to see you there.

Tentative future meeting schedule:
Aug:
Sept:
Oct:

Jerry & Judy VanGrunsven’s
Jeff Jasinsky’s (tentative)
Van’s (Aurora)

Meeting places are always needed; if you’d be interested
in hosting a meeting please contact Randall Henderson
at 503-297-5045 or randallh@home.com
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First Saturday of every month at Twin Oaks Airpark,
8:00 am, $5.00 (always lot’s of RVs to look at too!)
This month: 7/1/2000

EAA CHAPTER 105 Monthly Meeting:
Third Thursday of every month at the EAA 105 hangar/
clubhouse, Twin Oaks Airpark, 7:00 pm
This month: 7/20/2000

EAA CHAPTER 902 Monthly Meeting:
Second Wednesday of every month at the Mulino Airport in the OPA building. For info call Gary Sparks at
503-251-0843
This month: 7/12/2000

Reminder:
New E-mail Address for Editor
Please note my new e-mail address for all correspondence… randy@rv-8.com (easy to remember, huh?)

Newsletter Delivery
Our member database continues to hover around the 150
mark (presently 148). Newsletter delivery is split 68
mail, 80 e-mail. I’d like to encourage those still receiving b/w snail mail to switch to e-mail delivery. Some of
the benefits include…
• Faster delivery: you receive the newsletter 2-3
days ahead of snail mail.
• Full COLOR: with the increasing use of photos
this adds another dimension you don’t want to miss.
• Storage flexibility: you can print it on your own
printer, or leave it stored electronically, or both.
If you’re interested but unsure let me send you a test
copy. Just send me an e-mail (randy@rv-8.com) and I’ll
send you a test copy.
Lastly, I would encourage ALL members to make
sure I have your e-mail address even if you don’t get
your newsletter that way. I occasionally send out e-mail
to all on important notices.
Thanks!
...Randy
Home Wing – Van’s Air Force
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A Different
Painting Experience
By Randall Henderson

I

thought people might find this refreshing — a POSITIVE experience with
painting an airplane. Absurd, you say?
Not possible? This guy's been breathing too
many fumes? Perhaps. Read on, and judge
for yourself.
First off, I did NOT paint it myself.
Building a plane may have taught me patience, but when the fumes fill the shop, the
dust is settling on everything, and I've just
dragged my hose over a freshly painted surface, well, that hard-won patience somehow
goes right out the window. So, after seeing
some of his paint jobs and talking to a number of satisfied customers, I settled on
Craig Roberts at Aurora.
I knew going in that Craig is not in any
hurry, not ever. He works alone, and it's not
that he works slow, it's just that, well, he
simply has no concept of time. In his
words, "I exist in my own space-time continuum" (kind of a Zen painter, this guy). It
doesn't help that he's a very friendly, chatty
guy, and is perfectly happy to stop and
shoot the breeze with any of the continuous
stream of people who are wandering in and
out of his shop all day. This slows things
down, but he does make up for it to some
extent by working late into the wee hours
of the morning, when no one is around to
Top: masked and sanded before shooting the primer. Bottom: in
distract (or watch) him. But the fact is, he's
primer (self-etching).
not speedy —he's an artist, and as he will
tell you, fine art isn't something you can rush. That's all
all of that — I was going to be involved all the way
okay by me — it's February, it's raining outside, my
through, even if I never touched the paint gun. Fortuplane is in a nice warm shop (instead of my own hangar
nately Craig was perfectly happy with this arrangement,
which is colder than a tomb), so what the heck.
and was also willing to knock some off the price for it as
I decided to bring my plane in to his shop and start
well.
taking it apart while he was still working on another
I was prepared for the job to take a long time — a
RV, so as to "lock down" the next slot. So I flew it in
month to 6 weeks at least, but this kind of patience I do
there on January 22, and commenced disassembly.
have. Just as long as I didn't have to worry too much
A common complaint I've heard from people who
about the paint part itself, I didn't really care how long it
had farmed out their paint jobs has to do with disassemtook (or so I kept telling myself). It was fun. Working in
bly and reassembly. Screws that were supposed to have
a nice big heated hangar, lots of people wandering in
been removed but instead were painted over, fairings
and out giving 'helpful' advice, and since Craig still had
painted in place, all of the reassembly hardware dumped
other jobs to finish before getting to mine, I was content
into a single coffee can, things like that. So I was deterto just drop in when I had time and pick away at it, and
mined NOT to just hand my plane over and let him do
(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 4)

also knock some
things off my "to-do
list" since I had the
time.
Not
surprisingly, the current
projects, including a
few interlopers who
just HAD to get
some "quick repair"
done
RIGHT
AWAY, took longer
than expected, but
he finally got
around to my plane,
about four weeks
after I delivered it.
As I said before, Craig had no
problem with me
working in there
pulling things apart
and such. Well,
once we got to the
prep work, I found
that he didn't have
any trouble putting
me to work SANDING either...! What
a deal — you pay
the big bucks for a
paint job AND get
to spend hours
block sanding the
cowl, wings, and
wheel fairings! Actually this did lower
the price a bit further, and while it
seemed like I was
doing a lot of prep
work, I know it was
actually a relatively
small percentage of
the total work. I
also came across
some "issues" during this process
(cracking fiberglass
on the wheel fairings for example)

Top: putting it all back together. Middle: “don’t rush me!”

(Continued on page 6)
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and this hands-on involvement gave me the
opportunity to detect
such minor problems and
do quick last-minute repairs before the paint
went on.
I was kind of looking forward to seeing the
painting process in action, but I discovered
that Craig never paints
during the day — it
seems that no one has
ever actually seen him
paint anything. There is
some speculation about
elves who come out and
shoot the paint when no
one is around. Be that as
it may, there's plenty of
hard work to do the rest
of the time (between BS
sessions that is), maskAbout to go out the door… check out that gloss!
ing, sanding, polishing,
process is that you can just about brush the clear on and
and doing all of the other 95% of the work it takes to
still make it look good by sanding and buffing. And
paint planes.
sand and buff we did! The bottom surfaces were all fine
Before and during this whole process, people kept
but some dust specs did inevitably appear on the top
asking me "what kind of paint are you going to use?" I
surfaces, along with a little orange peel here and there
generally just referred them to Craig and left it at that.
(not enough that I even noticed, but Craig said
Frankly, part of my decision to have someone else do it
"ewgh!"). So we went at it with the 1500 grit paper
has to do with the fact that I don't know much about
(wet), followed by a good buffing with a power buffer
paint, and don't WANT to know much about it. Some of
and a coat of wax. I guess I'm spilling the beans here —
the painting horror stories I've heard have had to do with
Craig said "Don't tell em about all the sanding and buffa builder deciding on what kind of paint he wanted, and
ing, just say Man that Craig can lay the paint on, can't
directing his painter use that, only to end up with probhe?"
lems as a result of the painter using a system he was unThe final result, I have to say, is beautiful. It's
familiar with. Craig's preference, and I readily agreed
smooth as gla ss, and although I knew I'd get a better
(as in, "Uh-huh, whatever you say, Craig") is PPG Conpaint job by hiring out than I could do myself, I had
cept basecoat/clearcoat.
frankly never expected it to be this nice.
On my plane, Craig started by masking, sanding the
The downside is that now I'm almost scared to
whole airframe (most of it using a D/A sander), cle aning
TOUCH the damn thing! I was kind of afraid this would
off with solvent, and applying a light coat of selfhappen. Before it was painted, I wasn't much concerned
etching primer. He then applied 2-3 coats of basecoat
about taking it in to any old airstrip, banging around it
and 2-3 coats of clear.
with my tools, climbing in and out with my dirty shoes
The Basecoat, once applied, needs to be kept covon, whatever. Now I'm all worried about taking it anyered until the clear goes on, as it will absorb any
where there's a chance of getting a rock chip. I'm
smudges, fingerprints, overspray, or even paint dust,
tempted to just take it in to Flying-M's gravel strip and
which will in turn show through the clear. The basecoat
get it over with. In fact I threatened to do this while
goes on quite flat; it's the clear that makes it all happen.
Craig was in earshot and he just looked at me in horror
As far as I can tell, the biggest advantage to this
and covered his ears.
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I had also never expected to ever try for any sort of
award, but after all is said and done, I am pretty proud
of my own workmanship, and with this nice paint job,
well, I might just have to. Maybe after I get that out of
my system and the plane picks up a rock chip or two,
well, perhaps THEN I'll take it into Flying M....
The weight thing: there has been a lot of speculation
and conflicting opinions about just how much a paint
job for one of these things weighs, and some people
have been of the opinion that a basecoat/clearcoat job
like this would weigh up to 30 lbs. So I decided to careHome Wing – Van’s Air Force
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fully weigh my plane immediately before and after, to
see how much weight THIS paint job was going to add.
So just before starting disassembly -- and I mean JUST
before -- I removed all nonessentials, put it on the
builder's group scales, sticked the tanks, and weighed it.
Did the same thing immediately after reassembly and
before flying it again, including sticking the tanks again
to confirm that no measurable amount of fuel had
evaporated. And the verdict? Ten pounds. I can live
with that.
...Randall, N6R
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Flying
Activities
By Flying Activities Coordinator:
Randall Henderson
503 297-5045
randallh@home.com

date

destination

description

contact

?

Silverwood, ID (S62)

Rob Hickman is interested in getting a group to- Rob Hickman
gether for a day trip to Silverwood, ID (S62).
503-524-3190
This place was written up in a recent issue of the RobHickman@aol.com.
Flyer, and is billed as the "Northwest's largest
theme park". But the important thing is that it has
its own airstrip. Their web site is http://www.
silverwood4fun.com/static.

July 1st &
2nd

Jackpot Air Race

Gary Hanson has volunteered to coordinate this Gary Hansen
one. Depart from Twin Oaks Saturday July 1st at 503-628-2405
9:00 am (after the pancake breakfast). Race on
slhanson@teleport.com.
Sunday, return Monday morning.

July 5th-9th

Randall is flying up with Jeanne and camping.
Randy Lervold, Mike Wilson, and Joe Miller will
all be camping in the RV (4-wheeled type unfortunately) so stop on in.

Check for planes in RV
area, or cruise the camping
area for ground-bound
Home Wingers.

July 26thAugust 1st

Harmon Lange is flying back and interested in
putting a group together. Remember that Bill &
Jeremy are being added to the Memor ial

Harmon Lange
503-397-6916
marcy@langair.com
Bob Neuner, 503-771-6361
bobn@ims.com
Kevin Lane, 503-233-1818
N3773@mciworld.com.

Sept. 14th17th

Reno Air Races

Bob Neuner and Kevin Lane are going, and
they're hoping some others will come along, if
only to help control Rion :-) Call Bob or Kevin if
you'd like to hook up

November

Caribbean Tour

Mike McGee is interested in getting together an Mike McGee
RV contingent for a 15-day Caribbean fly-out
503-534-1219
trip. This is an annual tour put on by an outfit in jmpcrftr@teleport.com.
Florida called Panama Aviation, and is billed as
their 23rd trip. Mike is looking for anyone who
might want to go along and also information
from anyone who might know more about the
group that puts this together, how well organized
it is, etc. Contact Mike if interested.

?

Local camping

I would like to do a fly-out camping trip or two
this summer, but so far no firm plans, so stay
tuned.
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Bill & Jeremy EAA Memorial
The year 2000 EAA Memorial Wall ceremony will be
held at 11:00 am on Monday July 31st at the Fergus
Chapel, located near the EAA Museum. Bill and Jeremy's names will be on the plaque dedicated at that
time. It would be great if any Home Wingers or EAA
Chapter 105ers there could attend.
...Jerry VanG-

1/1/2001

Home Wing – Van’s Air Force
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Classifieds...
FOR SALE
Horizontal stabilizer for RV-6. Completely assembled,
structurally sound with a few slight dents and scratches.
The parts to build a new one will cost you $494.20 and
that doesn't include the labor. Buy this one for only
$200.00 complete. Contact Dean at 503.681.0183 or
email deanpsir@ftconnect.com, 8/00
Jump Start Your Project—RV6 empennage complete,
wings 80% done. Top quality, built in A&P/A&I's shop.
Switching to 8QB due to time constraints. $7.5K. Contact Jon F. 503-262-2640 or Dave 503-640-7728, 8/00
RV-6 Empennage & Wing kits — Empennage partially
complteded, wing kit is Steve Barnard’s fastbuild. Contact Rod Kimmel, 503-985-0606, 8/00
1988 RV-4 Cowling
• New, unsed, Van's Finish Kit Issue Small Intake

•
•
•
•

Long-style, Requires Prop Extension Polyester/
fiberglass, Gelcoated
Includes misc. fiberglass pieces, but not hinges, etc.
O320 Only?
$250 + Shipping + Crating

See at http://www.matronics.com/MattsRV4/
MiscPictures/88Cowl1.jpg
1993 RV-4 Cowling
• New, unused, large Intake

•
•
•
•
•
•

Long-style, Requires Prop Extension
Polyester/fiberglass, Gellcoated
Includes misc. fiberglass pieces, but not hinges, etc.
O320 or O360
$300 + Shipping + Crating
See at http://www.matronics.com/MattsRV4/
MiscPictures/93Cowl1.jpg
Contact Matt Dralle, dralle@matronics.com, 925447-9886, 8/00

RV-6 Prepunched Empennage and assorted tools All items offered individually at ~85% of (~15% off) their
original price. Or buy all items at 80% of their original
price. The listing below will supercede any math error.
Work started on horizontal stabilizer - frame is drilled,
almost ready for rivetting. Jig is wood - 2x4, 4x4 and plywood construction. E-mail for pictures of jig and/or work
done on horizontal stabilizer. Or call for more information. George Johnson, Colorado Springs, CO, (719)
622-9479 mailto:geoandlisaj@yahoo.com
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Classifieds are free to Home Wing members. Ads will run for three
months. Send to editor by e-mail or mail. Renewals ok, just let editor
know. Date at end of the ad is last month ad scheduled to run.

Vendor

Qty

Description

Van's

1

RV-6 Prepunched Empennage Kit

Brown

1

Original
Price

Offering
Price

1267.00

1076

Taylor Rivet Gun 3X

154.95

131

125.00

106

1

Jig

ATS/
Brown

4

Rivet Sets

41.80

35

Van's

80/20 3/32" / 1/8"Clecos

33.00

28

ATS

2

Buck Bars

29.20

24

ATS/
Brown

2

Dimple Dies (3/32" pop &
1/8" standard)

22.90

19

ATS

1

Fluting Pliers

15.95

13

Van's

1

Trim Bundle, etc. (for practice)

9.55

8

Brown

3

Drills 6" &12"

9.35

7

Van's

1

Riveters Tape 3/4"

5.94

5

Total

$1,714.64 $1,452.00

20% Off (Purchase all items) $1,371.71

Crimp tool — IDEAL Crimpmaster™ electrical connector crimp tool, US made, bought at Norvac for $65.
Hardly used, found another I just HAD to have, sell for
$50. Contact Randy Lervold at 360-254-9291 or
randy@rv-8.com
Duckworks Landing Lights - Retro-fittable, light, easy
installation. Kits start at $69, discount for Home Wingers. Don Wentz, 503-696-7185
BACK ISSUES are available at $2.00 each including
postage for hardcopy. Limited availability, contact newsletter editor. Adobe Acrobat versions free to members.

WANTED
RV-4 Fuselage Jig—Contact Mike Adams at 360-8921299 or seaok71302@juno.com
Flying RV-4 or RV-6 — I am looking to buy a flying RV.
I prefer the RV6 series, but would consider a good RV4.
If you know of anything, I would appreciate having the
seller contact me. Thank you. Jim Hughes jcdevitt@home.com [319] 263-0684 Muscatine, Iowa 9/00
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The Tool Exchange
The Home Wing owns a selection of tools for use
by its members. The Toolmeister is Brent Ohlgren,
503-288-8197. Call either Brent to arrange use.
Remember:
• All use must go through Brent.
• You are personally (financially) responsible for any
damage.
Home Wing Tools
HVLP paint sprayer
Hole template for instrument panel
Wire crimping tool & die
Brake lining rivet set
Tune-up & annual kit (compression checker, mag timing light, timing
dial, mag adjustment tool, plug gapper, high voltage cable tester, and
plug vibrator cleaner.
Aircraft scales — allows you to accurately weigh your beast and also
determine CG.
Oil filter cutter—custom make by Stan V.

Other benevolent members also have tools they may
be willing to loan. Let the editor know if you have jigs,
tools, shop space, etc. to loan, exchange, or otherwise
provide — at no cost — or if you are looking for something specific to borrow. And whether your item is listed
here or not, go ahead and bring it to the meeting.
Item
Owner/lender
Custom cutting wheel man-Stan VanGruns-

Phone / e-mail

Prop tach (calibrate your
Engine stand
Engine hoist
Surveyor's transit level

Butch Walters
Don Wentz
Norm Rainey
Bill Kenny

360-636-2483
503-696-7185
360-256-6192
503-590-8011

Back riveting contraption
(large, counterweighted
bucking bar and suspen-

Bob Neuner

503-771-6361

Lead crucible (for melting

Doug Stenger

503-324-6993

Table saw taper jig (for ta- Carl Weston

503-649-8830

48" pan break located at
Kevin Lane
hanger PLS D-10 at Trout-

503-233-1818
n3773@mciworl

Lasar T-300 magneto tim- Randy Lervold

360-817-9091,

Home Wing Newsletter Subscription/Renewal
To join or renew, fill out this form and mail to Randy Lervold, 5228 NW 14th Circle, Camas, WA 98607, along
with $10 for renewals or new subscriptions. Please make checks payable to either Randy Lervold or Home Wing . If
you are renewing you only need to give your name, payment method, and any other information that has changed.
Please don’t forget your e-mail address and newsletter distribution method. Use this form for address changes too!
Name:

Spouse:

Address:

Home phone:

City, State, Zip:

Work phone:
E-Mail:

Project:
RV-3
RV-4
RV-6
RV-6A
RV-8
RV-8A

Status:

o
o
o
o
o
o

Empennage
Wings
Fuselage
Finish kit

Home Wing – Van’s Air Force

Flying

o
o
o
o
o

Payment:
Check:
Cash:
Info change only:

Newsletter

o
o
o

Distribution:

Mail
E-mail (pdf)

o
o
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Home Wing — Van’s Air Force
Randy Lervold, Editor
5228 NW 14th Circle
Camas WA 98607

Disclaimer: The Van’s Air Force Home Wing newsletter is in no way a publication of Van’s Aircraft or any other corporation. All products
reviewed or mentioned are not necessarily recommended for use by the Home Wing, but are included for informational purposes only. All
builders tips represent only the means by which the builder whose name is associated with the tip chose to build his/her aircraft. Builder’s tips
are not meant to replace the plans and instructions from Van’s Aircraft. All builder’s tips are presented only as a source of information and a
forum for exchange and the sharing of ideas and construction methods. NO responsibility or liability is assumed, expressed, or implied as to
the suitability, accuracy, safety or approval thereof. Any party using the suggestions, ideas, or examples does so at their own risk and discretion and without recourse against anyone. The editor of the Home Wing newsletter and the builder’s tips submitters are not responsible for any
product or builder’s tips misuse, incorrect construction, or design failure, nor any other peril. Any material printed within may be reprinted
without permission, but please give credit to the original source and author. If the original source is not the Home Wing newsletter, it is not
necessary to credit the Home Wing newsletter, only the original source and author. The Home Wing newsletter is published more or less
monthly. Subscriptions are $10/year. Complimentary issue for new builders upon request. Mail subscriptions, ideas, tips, tricks, and articles to
the newsletter editor.

Home Wing info:
Newsletter editor & publisher ................Randy Lervold 360-817-9091, randyl@rv-8.com
Membership .........................................Randy Lervold 360-817-9091, randyl@rv-8.com
Meeting coordinator ..............................Randall Henderson 503-297-5045, randallh@home.com
Flying activities coordinator ..................Randall Henderson 503-297-5045, randallh@home.com
Annual fly-in leader ..............................Don Wentz 503-543-2298
Home Wing web site ............................www.edt.com/homewing
Webmaster...........................................Randall Henderson randallh@home.com
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