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Newsletter of the Home Wing of Van’s Air Force — Builders and Fliers of Van’s RV Series Aircraft

Editor’s Hangar

A

fter returning home on Sunday evening from the
Arlington Fly-in I thought I’d procrastinate just a
bit before I washed the motorhome (always a fun task). I
went upstairs and thought I’d catch up on my RV List email having been gone for four days in Arlington.
As I scanned the subjects of the 146 incoming e-mail
messages I spotted “N41VA Crash”. I instantly recognized this as Home Wing member Von Alexander’s Nnumber. A chill went down my spine… I had just talked
with Von yesterday morning at Arlington. I doubleclicked on the message, almost not wanting to, and read
the following post passed along from the Associated
Press:
The Associated Press 07/11/99 12:09 AM EDT
LAFAYETTE, Ore. (AP) -- The pilot of a
small experimental plane died Saturday when
it caught fire and he jumped before it
crashed, authorities said. Witnesses said
they saw the plane in flames and flying low
about 3:20 p.m. before the pilot jumped
without a parachute at least 200 feet to
300 feet above the ground. The plane continued straight for a short distance before
banking and diving into a field, where it
burned, said Sgt. D.J. Walker of the Yamhill County sheriff's office. Von Lynn Alexander, 41, of Salem was flying a Vans RV8
experimental aircraft that he built and
completed in December 1998, Walker said.
National Transportation Safety Board and
Federal Aviation Administration investigators were at the scene.

I was stunned, I didn’t even know how to react. It felt
like someone had knocked the wind out of me and I
couldn’t breathe. Von and I had exchanged many e-mails
over the past year on RV-8 building issues and talked
every time we showed up at the Chapter 105 breakfasts.
Then in Arlington we discussed cable locations in his
cockpit, his GPS installation, and lots of other construction details. How could this happen?
This is a newsletter and so I guess it’s my unfortunate duty to bring you this news. I won’t wax philoHome Wing – Van’s Air Force

sophic about flying or life or Von – we each make our
own decision to fly and certainly Von made his.
Of course we have no idea what caused this tragedy.
Just like the rest of you I am anxious to know why this
happened, not out of any sort of morbid curiosity, but to
learn from it so that I, and the fellow builders I assist,
can avoid a similar fate. As aviators I’m sure we’d all
want that for each other in a similar situation, and I’m
sure Von would have wanted that as well.
As with all such accidents we need to all stay
grounded in the facts. When they are known in this case
let’s all take a hard look and see what we can learn from
them. In the mean time let’s avoid groundless speculation
out of respect for those involved.
Please be careful out there, and have a great summer
building, flying, attending fly-ins, or doing whatever you
do to enjoy aviation.
Farewell Von, you will be missed.
...Randy

Von Alexander enjoys a springtime flight in N41VA
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EAA CHAPTER 105 Pancake Breakfast:

Events Calendar
Meeting coordinator:
Randall Henderson
503-297-5045
randall@edt.com

MONTHLY MEETING:
2nd Thursday of every month at various locations, 7:00
pm.

This month: 8/12/99
The July meeting will be at Randy Lervold’s house,
where he is just about to start the canopy on his RV-8.
Randy also has a new Bart LaLonde (Aero Sport Power)
O-360 on display. His wife Donna is threatening to make
bbq chicken and pasta salad.

Directions:
From Portland:
⇒ Take Hwy 14 (on the Washington
side of the Columbia river) east
from either I-5 or I-205.
⇒ Take 164th St exit, left at bottom
of exit (north)
⇒ Right on 34th at top of short hill (east).
⇒ Go approximately 2 miles, turn right on Payne Rd.
Wind up the hill until Sharp is on your left.
⇒ Turn right on Deer Fern (entrance to Knight's Pointe
subdivision).
⇒ Take third right, NW 14th Circle, last house at bottom of hill.

First Saturday of every month at Twin Oaks Airpark,
8:00 am, $4.00 (always lot’s of RVs to look at too!)
This month: 8/7/99

EAA CHAPTER 105 Monthly Meeting:
Third Thursday of every month at the EAA 105 hangar/
clubhouse, Twin Oaks Airpark, 7:00 pm
This month: 8/19/99

July Meeting
Chris and Cheryl Lund's RV-6A shop and back yard provided a very pleasant summertime setting for the July
meeting. A smaller than usual crowd (due to Arlington)
attended, but those who did attend engaged in some good
discussions on several topics. Don Wentz de-briefed us
all on the fly-in, Chris reviewed the progress so far on his
plane and in particular the canopy (RV-6A slider), and
we had a good general discussion of painting techniques,
systems, and issues. We also talked about what tools we
might want to purchase since we have some money in the
bank. A set of scales came up as an option, and Don
Wentz and Gary Dunfee volunteered to investigate pricing and features on various models.
There were also some big milestones to report:
Stan VanGrunsven has earned
his private certificate (in his RV-6A), Greg Halverson
has "first-flighted" his RV-6, and Randall Henderson has
moved his fuselage to the airport. Norm Rainey reported
an "almost" milestone -- the FAA inspection of his RV6A (his second!) was to be the following Monday.

Address: 5228 NW 14th Circle, Camas, WA, 360-8179091

...Randall H.

Tentative future meeting schedule:
September: Randall Henderson’s / Rob Hickman’s
hanger at HIO
October:
Robin Wessel’s RV-6A (fuselage in jig)
November: t.b.d.
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Subscriptions Due
Look at the date under your address on the cover.
THAT IS THE DATE YOUR $10 IS DUE. Use the
form at the back of this newsletter to subscribe or renew.
If you are paid up but the date doesn’t reflect this please
contact the editor. If you are an e-mail subscriber your
renewal date was listed in the message.
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Fly-in T-Shirts

I

have been asked by several people "Who's airplane is
it this year?", and the answer is somewhat amusing so
I thought I'd relate it in an article.
The design was originally inspired by a photograph I
had of Denny Jackson's plane flying into the sunset, on
the return from Arlington 1997. I gave that to my
graphic artist along with a sketch of the circle and Scappoose lettering, etc. He did an "artist's rendering" based
on the photograph, and it looked really nice. However,
when it was just about to go to press, I thought "Man,
those nosewheel guys have been bugging me for years to
put a -6A on there." So I decided to change it at the last
minute.
Unfortunately, something like this is not just a simple
matter of telling the artist to change the RV-4 to a -6A.
Graphic artists can do a lot of stuff but they don't know
RVs, and guaranteed if you tell one to draw a plane
based on a picture that isn't the exact type and angle you
want, he'll make the tail too tall or the wings too long or
something like that. So I dug through my photographs
and was lucky enough to find a picture of Carl Hay's
RV-6 from just the right angle, that I had taken from the
back seat of Denny's RV-4 as we were descending into
Prosser for a fly-in one day last summer. I gave that to
the artist and said "trace it out, reverse it, and stick a nosewheel on it, and use that for the silhouette.
So in essence, the t-shirt design this year is Denny
Jackson's RV-4, bastardized into Carl Hay's RV-6, bastardized into an RV-6A.
It's a good thing I'm about finished with my plane -- I
don't expect I'll ever be offered a ride by either of those
guys again after this!
...Randall Henderson

Fly-in Recap
Home Wing Van's Airforce – 8th Annual
Fly-In 1999 Treasurer/Food Report:
Food & Beverage Total Income – $984.20
Food & Pop Expense – $519.69
Portable Toilet Expense – $60.00
Total Expenses - $579.69
Net Income - $404.51
Returns to Costco - +$10.32
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Final Profit - $414.83
We had a record number of planes 80+. That is great!!!
We cooked 240 hamburgers again this year and all 48
hot dogs. We went through much more salad and chips
than in previous years.
Special thanks to Jenny Hickman, Sandy Wilson,
Marlyn Heinitz for helping with the food. Bob Boring for
bringing the BBQ and doing most all of the cooking.
Harmon & Marcy Lange for use of their tables. Joe &
Char Miller who are always the first ones there and the
last ones to leave. They are a tremendous help!!! Also for
the kids who helped Cassie Lervold, Douglas and Kim
Wentz. I'm sure there are more to thank, but these are the
ones directly related to the food, that I can think of.
Janet Wentz
As fly-in leader I would like to add that the volunteers
helped us to have yet another smooth and enjoyable flyin this year. Thanks to all of you who took the time to
help out. Other than a few kids getting too friendly with
some of the RVs, I heard few complaints. Thanks again
for allyour help and participation, and to all of those
who flew their RVs in toshare a day with us!!
The Duck.

Fly-in Prize Winners
T-shirt from Randall - Geri Dunfee, Robert Hunsinger
Columbia Aeromotive hat - Rob Butt, Sharon Haan
Flightcom gel headset seals -Dan Delano, Greg Halverson, Brian Moentenich,
Mike McGee, M. Lichtman
Lightspeed golf balls - Sun Benua, Doug Miner, Joel
Raker
Duckworks Landing Light kit - Brent Anderson
Flightcom 403mc intercom - Bob Neuner
Lightspeed flight bag - Tim James
Lightspeed 20K headset - Frank Koch
(those who attended but didn't sign up really helped the
odds. There was a 1 in 5 chance of winning a gift.)
Please notice which companies were kind enough to send
us the attendance prizes and compliment them on their
support. Originally the gifts were to be given at the fly-in
and consequentially we only took names. Please contact
me at N3773@mciworld.com or (503) 233-1818
so I can mail you your gift.
Kevin Lane
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Going to
the Airport
Randall’s Milestone
You’ve been slaving away for
years out in your garage on your
beloved RV. Suddenly it’s time
to make the sacred trek to the airport. Our own Randall
Henderson has reached a milestone… his fuselage makes the
trek to his hangar at HIO recently.

Correction
In the March edition of the
newsletter Steve White had
remarked that nobody had
previously transported an RV6A on Bill Kenny’s RV transporter (flat bed trailer). Not
only was he incorrect, he was
doubly so! Brian Moentenich
points out that in May of
1997, Kevin Lane and he used
Bill’s trailer to transport their
RV-6A’s to Troutdale airport.
Both aircraft were transported
on the same day, see the bottom picture.
Seems Bill’s trailer is well
used!

Home Wing – Van’s Air Force
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Can’t beat that.

L

ast night I got off work about seven and got home in
time for a late day/evening flight. The air was not
quite still, windsock drifting, no particular direction,
wouldn't have lifted a handkerchief from your hand.
There are several reasons I do a preflight before
every flight: of course, I get to inspect one fantastic airplane-just looking at it gives me a stir; and it gives me a
chance to establish an initial connection with the airplane
before we go up. Sort of a melding. I enjoy my preflights
and usually pretty much ignore whoever is around, without being rude. No one to be rude to tonight.
After several days of rain, this was a good-looking
evening, a layer of clouds hanging low in the west, over
the mountains. The sun was also getting low, scattering
orange all over, shafts of light shooting. As I got in the
cockpit, the sun dipped behind the cloud layer.
Things were cooling down and Suzie Q seemed to
jump from the runway, anxious to run through the cool
evening air. We turned north, right downwind turnout, a
thousand feet AGL by the approach end of the runway.
And the sun pops up again. The Sun. Big bright/dark orange ball now above the dark blue clouds. I want to look
at it but it leaves big spots in my field of vision. The left
wing shines orange, reflecting. The sun dips behind the
cloud; a small pull on the stick and it pops back out
again, in behind a buildup, out again and gone, beams
scattering high shafts of light.
Air like glass. I am suddenly really AWARE of the
airplane around me. My peripheral vision taking the
whole scene in: panel (I LIKE that panel), canopy, cowling, wings, mountains, clouds, the whole scene. I am
FLYING. And I am flying the airplane that I built. And I
really LIKE this airplane. A lot. Air like glass, 162
knots, headed sort of north. The prop looks huge, like on
that painting of the Spitfire.
Turn west, a 450 degree, 2.5 G turn, for fun, Suzie
Q and I are both smiling. Mountains topped with a dark
blue layer of clouds, darker below. There is a sudden
flash of DARK ORANGE as a sliver of sun thin as a
penny on edge shoots through the layers of clouds, bam.
Narrower, narrower, orange dot, gone. Whew. That was
gorgeous.
Bend south, snuggle nearer the mountains, below the
clouds and there is an eerie bright glow in the cockpit,
like the instruments had their own light shining from outside. It is getting darker. Something catches my eye and I
look up through the canopy and it's a brilliantly bright
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white contrail being pulled along by a flashing silver jet
six miles above the dark clouds. Wow. How much better
can this get.
Lights below becoming brighter in the oncoming
darkness. Space between the clouds and the foothills like
a familiar room. Glow on the instruments gone, I flip on
the instrument lights. That looks cool. The clouds are
bringing darkness on quickly tonight. FLASH white
FLASH green FLASH white; my home field calls to me
at a great distance, come on back, land here, come on
back. I turn towards the familiar beacon.
Throttle back some, gets quieter. I suddenly noticed
there wasn't much radio traffic tonight. Why aren't they
up here? Click five, runway lights wink on. Call home
Unicom/traffic: I'm over here, I'll soon be over there,
please advise; no answer. Smooth as glass. Slower, controls feeling softer. Right downwind for one five, if anyone is listening, one notch. Gentle turn, base. Gentle turn,
final, on center line, full flaps, quiet. Ghost of a left
crosswind. Drifting down, runway lights glowing
brighter as I get closer. Flare, flare, soft touch on the
runway, wow, roll out, slow, slow, slow, turn off. I'm
clear, everyone, strobes flashing.
Grumble up the gravel taxiway, pull up to the
hanger, slowly turn everything off, pull mixture, quiet
and I just have to sit there and absorb what it was that I
just did. Man. Forty minutes of a wondrous thing, and I
am brand new. No one else saw what I saw tonight. And
I saw it all from this wonderful piece of flying sculpture I
built with my own hands. Can't beat that.
Michael
RV-4 N232 Suzie Q
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Builder's Tip
Gear Leg Intersection Fairings - Use More
Glass!
The manual says that 2-3 layers of glass are sufficient on
the gear leg intersection fairings, since they are not structural. That may be true for experienced fiberglass-types
who are better than I am at making a smooth mold, but
having just done mine for the FIRST time, I would go
with at least 4, or better yet 5 layers (of 8-9 oz cloth) if I
were doing it again. I used 3 layers like the book said and
found that in spite of my best efforts, my clay mold had
some high and low spots, and when I went to sand the
part, it was difficult to keep from sanding it too thin in
some areas due to these variations. In fact, I ended up
having to go back and add glass to thicken up some thin
spots. If you have done much glass work you probably
know that any time you have to start reinforcing or modifying, it generally doubles the time it took to make the
stupid thing in the first place. So my tip obviously is to
use more glass from the beginning when laying up these

August 1999
parts. Besides, it doesn't hurt to have some extra meat at
the attach points so the screws will be less prone to
reaming out the holes.
...Randall Henderson

Missing Tools
We’re considering buying some expensive new tools for
the group which was discussed at the last meeting and
will be discussed again at the August meeting, hopefully
to make some purchase decisions. If so, we need to take
this program more seriously. Hey, lets keep track of
these things and have the courtesy to return them clean
and on time!
•
•

Kevin Lane reports that the mag synchronizer and
the TDC tool are missing. Whoever has them
please call Brent at 503-288-8197
MISSING: AMP crimp tool, belonging to Randall
Henderson. Please call him if you borrowed it (he
loaned it to someone but doesn't remember who!)
503-297-5045.

Thanks!

1/1/2000

Home Wing – Van’s Air Force
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Classifieds...

Issue 99.8
Classifieds are free to Home Wing members. Ads will run for three
months. Send to editor by e-mail or mail. Renewals ok, just let editor
know. Date at end of the ad is last month ad scheduled to run.

FOR SALE
FOR SALE: 1/2 ownership in an RV-6, 160 hp O-320,
825 TTAF&PP, New top end from EC, Hartzell C/S
prop., IIMorrow GX-65 GPS-COM, Exlt paint-hangar
baby, Electric flaps and aleron trim, $27,500 call Larry
@ (503) 655-9236 8/99
RV6/6A Empennage – Completely assembled and corrosion-proofed. Excellent workmanship. $1,000. Mike
Graves, 503-356-1923, 10/99
RV-6 wing kit for sale - No bucks and no time forces
sale. Lots of work completed by award-winning builder,
no work done since purchased. Spars primed and assembled, leading edges done, structure was clecoed
together with ribs drilled and ready for final skin back
drilling. Tanks not done, flaps/ailerons started but not
closed. Kit is complete and includes fuel gauges, but no
wing tips, #20476, started in 1996. Kit is in Corvallis,
$3,900. Steve, 541-753-9749, skimura@dnc.net.
RV-6 kit less finishing kit - Emp complete, wings
80%, fuselage still in crate. Also have the fuselage jig.
$8,000. Must also sell RV-6 Quick build with Emp completed, dual brakes, elec tim and flaps, extra set of wing
tips (the heavier ones), larger wheel pants. Kit complete
less engine. $17,900. Also have an 0-320 with 1000
SMOH for $6800. Rainpoof@aol.com, 10/99
Misc For Sale:
• Warnke prop for 150 hp RV. 3/8 bolts, extension
and spinner w/plates. Used approx 200 hours, $500.
• Mini (1") vacuum gauge, new, $40.
• RV-4 cowl, small scoop, new, vintage early 90's,
make offer.
Contact Dennis Jackson at 503-720-2704 or e-mail
denny@tms-usa.com 7/99
Mixture Cable for sale – This is a custom length ACSA800, similar to Van's "CT RED VMIXTURE" but different length and throw. Specs are as follows: Red
(vernier) knob 58" long from nut hub at cockpit end to
end of cable at carb end, 1 5/8" throw, threaded sleeve
at 51 1/2", P/O cover, 10-32 end, similar to Van's "CT
RED VMIXTURE" but different length and throw.
NOTE: The throw on this cable is set up for the MA4-5
carb with the SHORT mixture control arm, which is
NOT standard on the carburetors that come on Van's O360-A1A, but may be used on this carb or other versions of it. If you think you might want this cable, be
sure to measure the throw on your carb. Contact Randall Henderson, (503) 297-5045 randall@edt.com, 7/99
Steel Empennage Jig Crossmember – Available for
loan. Call Aden Rich, 360-636-6074, 7/99
For Sale –
• O-320 brand new cylinder assembly, chrome with
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valves installed, wide deck. Paid $750, sell for $350
obo.
• RV-4 throttle quadrant with mixture & throttle cables, make offer.
• Avery 2X rivet gun with $120 in rivet sets etc.
• Avery microstop countersink, bits other misc. tools,
$150 obo.
• Magnetos – 1 Slick 4250R, new. 1 good used Bendix S4LN-204, make offer.
• Lycoming geardrive starter, new, 144 tooth, make
offer.
Contact Butch Walters, 360-636-2483 or
arvnwco@kalama.com, 8/99
RV-6 Fuselage Jig – I believe mine is the fourth or fifth
on this jig. I got it from Steve White and he told me that
Carl Hay used it. Located in Gresham, contact Bob Boring at 503-661 7627, 10/99
Duckworks Landing Light Kit - $55.00 Contact Brent
Anderson 503 598 6132 Days 503-646-6380 Eves
brenta@pcez.com, 12/99
Hangar at 1S4 – Looking for a hangar on a temporary
bases at a local airport? Call 503-645-1946 and asked
for Mike Billiar, e-mail: your6a@aol.com, 7/99
Flightcom 4OX Headsets, 2 pair – Used about 10 hrs,
$120 for both sets, includes carry case. Bill Christner,
503-829-2856, 10/99
Duckworks Landing Lights - Retro-fittable, light, easy
installation. Kits start at $69, discount for Home Wingers. Don Wentz, 503-696-7185
BuildersBookstore - Books and videos specifically for
the RV builder and pilot. Call or write for a FREE catalog; (970) 887-2207, PO Box 270, Tabernash, CO
80478. Or see our web page at www.buildersbooks.com
Featured item: 18 YEARS OF THE RV-ATOR is now
available. New additions all the time!
BACK ISSUES are available at $2.00 each including
postage. Limited availability, contact newsletter editor.

Use ‘em!
I’d like to encourage all you members to take advantage of the classified section. Since it’s free why not take
a stab at unloading that unused airplane stuff. Besides,
it’s kind of interesting to look at all the odds ‘n ends for
sale.
Please note that the date at the end of each ad is the
expiration date. They run for three months and then are
dropped unless you want them renewed by notifying me.
...Randy
Home Wing – Van’s Air Force
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The Tool Exchange
The Home Wing owns a selection of tools for use by
its members. The Toolmeister is Brent Ohlgren, 503288-8197. Call either Brent or the member who has the
tools to arrange use. Please remember to ALWAYS let
Brent know where these tools are.

Other benevolent members also have tools they may
be willing to loan. Let the editor know if you have jigs,
tools, shop space, etc. to loan, exchange, or otherwise
provide — at NO COST — or if you are looking for
something specific to borrow. And whether your item is
listed here or not, go ahead and bring it to the meeting.

Item

Item

Owner/lender

HVLP paint sprayer

Custom cutting wheel mandrel
(for cutting your canopy)

Stan VanGrunsven

Prop tach (calibrate your tach)
Engine stand

Butch Walters
Don Wentz

Hole template for instrument panel
Wire crimping tool & die
Brake lining rivet set
Tune-up & annual kit (compression checker, mag timing light, timing dial,
mag adjustment tool, plug gapper, high voltage cable tester, and plug vibrator cleaner.

Phone / e-mail

360-636-2483
503-696-7185

Engine hoist
Norm Rainey
Surveyor's transit level (handy way Bill Kenny
to level wing and fuselage jigs

360-256-6192
503-590-8011

Back riveting contraption (large, Bob Neuner
counterweighted bucking bar and
suspension system and offset back
rivet sets

503-771-6361

Lead crucible (for melting lead for Doug Stenger
elevator counterweights)

503-324-6993

Table saw taper jig (for tapering Carl Weston
wing spar flange strips)

503-649-8830

48" pan break located at hanger Kevin Lane
PLS D-10 at Troutdale if an RV
builder needs some metal bent.

503-233-1818

Home Wing Newsletter Subscription/Renewal
Please fill out and mail to Randy Lervold, 5228 NW 14th Circle, Camas, WA 98607, along with $10 for renewals
or new subscriptions. Please make checks payable to either Randy Lervold or Home Wing. If you are renewing you
only need to give your name, date, payment method, and any other information that has changed. Use this form for address changes too!
Name:

Spouse:

Address:

Home phone:

City, State, Zip:

Work phone:
E-Mail:

Project:
RV-3
RV-4
RV-6
RV-6A
RV-8
RV-8A

Status:

o
o
o
o
o
o

Empennage
Wings
Fuselage
Finish kit
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Flying

o
o
o
o
o

Payment:
Check:
Cash:
Info change only:

Newsletter

o
o
o

Distribution:

Mail
E-mail (pdf)

o
o
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Home Wing — Van’s Air Force
Randy Lervold, Editor
5228 NW 14th Circle
Camas WA 98607

Disclaimer: The Van’s Air Force Home Wing newsletter is in no way a publication of Van’s Aircraft or any other corporation. All products
reviewed or mentioned are not necessarily recommended for use by the Home Wing, but are included for informational purposes only. All
builders tips represent only the means by which the builder whose name is associated with the tip chose to build his/her aircraft. Builder’s
tips are not meant to replace the plans and instructions from Van’s Aircraft. All builder’s tips are presented only as a source of information
and a forum for exchange and the sharing of ideas and construction methods. NO responsibility or liability is assumed, expressed, or implied as to the suitability, accuracy, safety or approval thereof. Any party using the suggestions, ideas, or examples does so at their own risk
and discretion and without recourse against anyone. The editor of the Home Wing newsletter and the builder’s tips submitters are not responsible for any product or builder’s tips misuse, incorrect construction, or design failure, nor any other peril. Any material printed within
may be reprinted without permission, but please give credit to the original source and author. If the original source is not the Home Wing
newsletter, it is not necessary to credit the Home Wing newsletter, only the original source and author. The Home Wing newsletter is published more or less monthly. Subscriptions are $10/year. Complimentary issue for new builders upon request. Mail subscriptions, ideas,
tips, tricks, and articles to the newsletter editor.

Home Wing contacts:
Newsletter Editor & membership ............Randy Lervold 360-817-9091, 5228 NW 14th Circle, Camas WA 98607,
RandyLervold@csi.com
Meeting Coordinator ..............................Randall Henderson 503-297-5045
Fly-In Leader .........................................Don Wentz 503-543-2298
Official web site .....................................www.edt.com/homewing
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